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ACOM Rebrands as Event Services Professionals Assn

Page 10 USAE
Change Reflects Drive For Wider Membership
Hy Robwcan Kolgtar ovar 20 yoars old = was and whara i

In ofder to beiter define iteall ad a
group raprasanting all Industry paer-
annngl, the Anaocintian for Convantion
Oparations Managemant (ACOM) now
wiil ba the Evant Service Profaanianils
Ansaalatian (EEPA).

“Wa thoughl, [al'e ook al how wo
prasant ouiaalvas in the markst, Wa'ta
trying to setabilish a betler organization,
thit (8 sble to roslly roeach & lraielar
mambiarahlp base," Ero Blang, CMIP
Pramidant, ESPA, told USAE, “Quito
frmnkly, MR Aol JUSl aboul convisntion
[manngamant].”

Alang with the name ohange, ESPA
haa rolled out o new legae 1o relleet thia
"sirategic direction” that the associa-
tlon inltinted sarlisr (his yoir Upon as
npaeing whaie the association - Now

waa going In tarme of membarahip,

1ta rew miaalon 8 delinod as sleval-
ing tha avent and canvention seivioos
__:_:_____22__"_.____ fnd (o betler aducale 4
mampars,

Tha naw logo's "S8" B maant ta detibala
ap an absirdadl image of o aarvioss
mandgar "ranching far the alarm andl
nirlyving far exeollenos”

"It'e a bettar idantity and brand
awaraneas of sarvloge professlonals
who raally make the induatry tiok, who
hive Riaiorionlly baen uncarapprac-
piod and valded," Blana aald. "This
ig our atlempl to bring them o the
torafront,”

A ahanging demographic alao
brought what the association saw ae
fiaadad ahangas and an sxamination
af It wan prasanting laalf

Loews Lake Las Vegas;
The Perfect Destination Location

|l Lok Ll Vaggam is o magnilican
Afcporo Inkatront desarl hosl feniuring
AR Bsadtliul gusasl rooma, inoluding 468
uLilten that mirror the propeny's Moroo:
aan apirdl, Additionally, (hora are thros
twioennd throm-bodroom canbalh sullon
wilh faflvile entrano e,

Tha proparly affers 458,000 square foot
af indoor lunoiion spaes, (neluding e
glgant 20 580-aquare-foot Casablanca
Ballroom, Other masting resma ingluda
the & 000-aguaro-foot Baraka Moom,
12 mid-slzad maaling rooma and five
___...2E_T .__.__\ auliaEn, Cvior E..__EE fQuan
fait of outdoor function space Includaed
multiple courtyards, 8 Moroooan-style
phlaca gardan, lnvieh pool ks and an
apen-air pavillen and lawn oren, Swank
Auo Viaunls providee AV and pradents
flon pErvican on propoity.

With m 320-nore lake as 8 backyard,
watior nativitias inglude yaoht orulsoe,
gondoln ridas, boal rantala, paddie
banrding, kavaking and lishing, Lnjey
thas Activity Pool, which fealuras a water
alleda, privita white sand Geach, vollay-
Ball and spors sour, o the Ralaxation
Faol with cabanas, Baliz in Sea Moulay,
lonturing 11 g iraatmant ramme, a
full-narvion beauty salan, and completa

Levimen Lake Lay Yigas Lot Court,

{itnaan cantar,

fhining options abound at Loke Lo
Vagas. Mastor Sushl Chsl Osama “Fujl”
Fujita, Bringa a unigue approach 1o
Pacifla Rim aulsline at Marasa, Thia fine
diriing vnuo fenturad a full sushi bar, ax-
tenalvo aoke st o wall a8 a sl of winos
by the glass, in a dramatic setting, Dino
pociside ol Sandsabar Grill, which offers
i varlaly of fteme, drinke, nnfdwlichen
und aalada, Sarving braakiant, lunch
and dinnar in oo ralaged almoaphars,
Migk's Cald 1o tho satting tor Breakiadg)
al Loaws, a branded broakinst program
with oustom-ahakan |Uiaot, [ooal bBronk
gl apacialtions and signalur awaald,
Marrakash Expross, o gourmet cofies bar
ang gall, offors spacialty drinks, inelued-
ing espronse, flavored toas, and frash
Baked pastrion, sandwlchos, salads and
snacks, ArabBangue Loungs 8 tho ideal
plaga 10 onjoy nightly @nlarainmeant, a
drirk aing & varlaty of @pag ome,

Losws Lake Las Vagan in tha porfect
danllnation poation, affaring shopging,

dining, and alegant accommodations,
Bt atlll only twenty minutes from ko
Cnrran

Alrport and thirty minutes fram (ha Las
Wigan slrlp,

Biano salcd ESFAR 3::.;.__::;__:" i
baor stagnant and that In the last fow
yoarg of eoonomis armeall, ihare s
boan o dacling n anndal moating oi-
lancanog,

That, ke aalg, can be attributod 1o
this tact that the aesacialions’ mambers
arg ypically tha firat onos out out o
travel budgeie vinca Ihity i NOT Boloe
professional.

Also, Blano said, the antirg induatry 18
Becaming leana tranalant, as those who
il 10 max aul aftar s ew ya i nona
pasitian ard landing (o atay longer and
WENT mora profapeiconal davalopmant
Gppartunitien

Add to that the smergence of the
fw fganaration of workoerg, wha anm
miora targated o thalf carear goales and

armad with industry-specilic degress,
arg tha nead (o revamp aducstional
olfarings to mlign with whil thowa pro
(naalanala need

hte want 0 the Tuluife 16 BRRG morns
prafestionals together and give tham
iha tools to reach far the slars," Blang
nald, “Wa lalt tha anly way (o da thal
won to [cdantily with tha trua eaaenoa of
wiho we fire."
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ESFA says thomd Ghafngad in educn
tHan, Ingluding expandod contont and
panalons, will ba avidant al |8 nagl An
nuial Confaranca mking plaos Jan, 0-9,
2012 In San Diege, Calll

ineranand nelworking opporturiitias
and a rafreskad Weballe ara &la0 par
af tha fabianading

Regatta Travel %o_,_,_mm

DMAI Alliance Partner

[y Jonathan Tinger

Caatination Markating Anpsoeiation
international {(EMAL} announcad on
Det. 3 that Regatta Trayel Solutiond has
[l the naaociation ag ono of (te elite
Alllanoa Partnars

Fagatia providas destination-markat-
ing organizations (DMOa) with B naw
weehnalogy that harndaaan (ha FRICETR L]
to pllvar Bookings to hatal, ville, sd
aatlvity partnars, THhis GOmMpany may bo
lound al www iegallatravalsaluticng,
aom.

"“Wa ook 16 our businass mambar
gomimunity to help DMOE find new aolu:
tioan, Far thal faRacn, wa arg aziramaly
proud (o have Regatia jein oaur fald
mn an Alllgres Parnern,” sald Michasl
Gahrinoh, GMAL Prosidant & CEQ, "Ras
fattin Rid @ proven rack regord and
prsslonate aboul providing innovativa
nglutiong for OMOS, W Bialiova 1Ry
will da great things in the destination
frfrkaling indusiry space, ang wa [Eeak
farward 10 Baltg 8 parl of that,”

Anhwin Kamlanl, Presidant af Ha
gatta Traval Salutions, said tha an
nounoemant markses & “gran iy for
Ragaita.’

Though tha | larida-bannd company
Im anly two yaar old, Kamlani said, it
has & graat deal to offer DMOs and
thit's why it soughi to becoma o LA
Allimnos Parinar

“Wa wiintod 1o pand 8 mesgagae hin
wWin're Boyeung company bul we'rd 6
atablo company, and wo're not jual hare
o gl couple of allants, we'ra ying

to change tha deatinationsmarkaeting
Inglatry,” ho sald

This sl &f 1ha company (8 1o provids
i lowsaooat altariative 16 aueh [raval
inclustry glanta as Expadia and Tray-
glaolty. Booking hota| accammodations
Ihraugh those sitos oan cost lHotala
anywhars fram 20 parcent 10 30 peroant
ol ravenus, sald Kamian

By cantiaal, uaing Ragaitn costs lans
than 10 parcent and actually drives
paaala 1@ vialt QMO sites, Kamlan
sald, ne comparad @ the othar book
1) anginod,

"What wa bring 1o thi table (hat |s so
diffaraint i & suparior booking enging
than tha olher guye alug markating
.:;_.._:____.__:._. P A,

Kamlanl added that his compiny's
dyetgm allows Regitio (o proclesly
track return on Invaitmant (RO for
MOa, aomalliing (hat has nevar Boen
dons bafors

Grdala Allled Mamboarshilp program
offare thras lets af participation: Bual
maas Mombor, Bugingasn Parinar and
Alllanta Marnar, which 8 tha Righae
laval of commitmant within tha Alllag
Mamarahip calagory

T baoome an Alllancs __.:;:__:. an
orgamzatien mudal maka a minlmum
Invaatmant of L0000 par yaar i1y 11ha
mapagiabian, willt i thired yaar minimurm
ocommitment, If roturs, DA Alllanos
Farinars recelva o package af banaliis
thiil allars halgened visibility and ag
oo o DMAIs mambark, The Alllanca
Piaftnaf doal nol necaasarily prayide A
gorvign to MAI




